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Chapter Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to present hand tool safety considerations that pertain to the roles and responsibilities of a supervisor. Participants will discover safe procedures and the causes of the most frequent incidents with tools. In addition, they will find out how to control or eliminate hazards associated with hand tools and portable power tools.

Activities

Part II: In-Class Activity 
Can You Make Your Workplace Safer?
Instructions

1. Tell participants they will be creating a Tool Safety Guideline Chart to assess safe tool use for hand tools and power tools.

2. Divide participants into groups of three or four people.

3. Assign each group either hand or power tools as their topic.

4. Explain you will demonstrate the safe use of a power tool and of a hand tool. Participants should take notes on each.

5. Demonstrate the tools.

6. Ask the groups to discuss their observations and notes and develop a set of guidelines for tool use based on the demonstration. 

7. Tell participants they will have 15 minutes to come up with as many guidelines as possible.

8. Tell participants to select delegates to present each group’s guidelines in a class discussion.

In-Class Activity (Continued)

Debrief

When the groups have finished their Tool Safety Guidelines Chart, reconvene as a class. The goal of the discussion is to come up with universal safety guidelines based on the observations of specific tasks.

1. Ask the delegates to share guidelines their groups developed and write the responses on the paper tear chart. Make one list for hand tools and another for power tools.
NOTE: When writing points on the paper tear chart, phrase them so they can apply to multiple tasks. For example, “Grasp shovel by handle on left side and rear” would be written, “Hold tool properly and firmly by the handle.”

2. Ask participants to contribute any guidelines not already covered.

3. When all responses have been given, explain that the group has come up with guidelines for general tool safety that can be used to evaluate the safe use of any tool. 

In-Class Activity:
Tool Safety Guidelines 
List guidelines for tool use in the spaces provided. Be sure to include both general guidelines and specific guidelines.
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