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Chapter Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to describe how to recognize basic electrical hazards and encourage safe practices around electricity. Electrical incidents, deaths, and fires are among the most common and most costly of safety hazards. Participants will discover the importance of electrical safety and the supervisor’s roles and responsibilities in fostering electrical safety.

Activities

In-Class Activity:
Shocking Consequences

	Materials
	Consequences Worksheet

	Time
	30 minutes

	Preparation
	Read through the activity completely before beginning.

	Objective
	To recognize and identify electrical hazards encountered at work and at home, and how to take corrective steps or have a qualified electrician correct the hazard


Instructions

1. Divide the class into groups of three to five people.

2. Ask the groups to think of three electrical problems or unsafe behaviors they have observed at work or off the job. Using the Consequences Worksheet, they will list each item in the first column and describe the hazard and possible consequences in the other two columns.
3. Explain that participants need only to put a short description in each box. Review the following example.
· Electrical Problem or Unsafe Behavior(What was observed? Broken lightbulb. A single bulb was broken in a string of lights, and the string was left plugged in when the bulb was removed and replaced. Lights went off when the bulb was broken.

· Hazard—Why was the observed incident unsafe? Exposed filaments on an energized circuit. The circuit was still “hot” even though the broken bulb had temporarily interrupted the flow. The string of lights uses 40-watt bulbs on a 120-volt circuit. (Participants should estimate the wattage if they are not certain.)

· Consequences—What could have happened or did happen? Electrocution, possible fire, sparks, blown fuses. Tell participants to try to determine if the accident could be fatal. Also, ask them to try to imagine as many possible consequences as they can.

4. Tell participants they will have 15 minutes to complete the worksheet.

Debrief

After 15 minutes, reconvene the class and discuss responses. Ask participants to have a delegate share at least one response from each group.

· Be sure to emphasize the importance of off-the-job safety.

· Try to discuss an equal number of hazards on and off the job.

In-Class Activity:
Consequences Worksheet
	Electrical Problem or Unsafe Behavior
	Hazard
	Possible Consequences

	Example: Broken lightbulb
	Exposed filaments on an energized circuit
	· Electrocution 

· Possible fire, sparks, blown fuses
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